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What good thrips management currently looks 

like in commercial production systems



BCA’s for Thrips

NZ EU

Population 5M 452M

Protected 
Cropping area 

< 500 Ha +100,000 Ha

Number of 
bug 
companies 

2 30+

Thrips control 
products

12 21



Not all BCA’s are allowed in every EU member state. 

Control plans differ by species and country

Good Thrip

Bad Thrip



Baseline Controls 

● Mass trapping with yellow or blue traps

● Cucumeris (Mite A) applications early before pests are a problem 

● Stratiolaelaps scimitus (Hyper Mite) early before pest are a problem

● Nematode (Nemaplus) drenches through fertigation to help Hyper mite when thrips attack occurs 

● Bigger aggressive predators added when thrips attack is starting and repeated until control is gained

● Scouting is key for seasonal trends to help growers improve over time and to help balance production with producers





Improving Climate 

Coatings

Shade Screens Whitewash Misting Systems

Wet Walls





Emerging approaches and new ideas that are beginning to gain 

interest within the industry

Ar!1cial Diets to improve 

establishment of Swirskii

Without With




