
Working together to 
keep nasties out of 

NZ

1



Agenda

• Introducing NZ’s seed 
sector

• NZ’s import 
requirements for seed

• What is done - border & 
post border

• Non-commercial vs 
commercial seed

• What you can do to 
keep nasties out

• Upcoming projects of 
interest



NZGSTA

Grain & Seed Voice
• Created 1918 (106 years)
• 87 members 
Main roles:
• Supporting industry to achieve 

excellence in seed production
• Liaison with Govt, other sectors, 

agencies & seed users
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Offshore



NZ’s import health standards supported by risk assessment



Requirements 
for Pest Free 

Areas/Places 
of Production

DESCRIPTION AREA

ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE

BIOLOGY OF THE PEST

SYSTEMS OR INFORMATION TO ESTABLISH AREA

QUARANTINE MEASURES TO MAINTAIN STATUS

FOLLOW-UP INSPECTION AND VERIFICATION

MEASURES IN PLACE IN EVENT OF DETECTION



Import testing 
requirements 

• ISTA or AOSA methodology

• Offshore or on arrival 

• Testing – certified as AD

• Lots of ≥15,000 - 3,000 seeds sampled

• Lots ≤15,000 – homogenous composite  3,000 seeds 
sampled

• 3,000 seed sample 0.1% with 95% confidence



Border

Inspections - x5 or x2 ISTA rate

Options if something detected

Pathway profiling

Approved transitional facilities

Detector dogs – mail and passenger pathways

Compliance assessments



Post-border

YOU - grower Surveillance and 
incursion investigation 

– active and passive

GIA readiness and 
response activities 

Production site 
biosecurity practices 

Pathway specific 
readiness activities



A summary of how ‘we’ manage the risk?

System is not a single point of defense – many slices

No one area is perfect – 0% risk unachievable

Layers reduce risk – international obligations, importation requirements, commercial best practice, 
border inspections, surveillance, on-site biosecurity practices.

Best practice - use accredited seed



Non-commercial 
pathway

• Non-commercial pathway 
o e-commerce
o mail/fast freight
o illegal imports
o smuggling 

• Seed brushing scam – 2020
• Bypassing the biosecurity 

system



Non-commercial space – what is being done

• New Xray ability in Auckland
• E-commerce outreach – WISH, TEMU, EBAY, AMAZON
• Ongoing work needed

MPI

• Upcoming project – ecommerce/fast freight and mail pathway
• Upcoming ISF ecommerce project

NZGSTA



What can you 
do?

• Buy accredited 
commercially 
produced seed from a 
trusted source

• Non-commercial seed 
is the biggest risk factor 
for importing unwanted 
organisms

• If you see something 
report it – 0800 80 99 66

• Follow production site 
biosecurity advice



Upcoming work

• Tomato, capsicum and Brassica 
seed - MPI’s work programme 
for review. 



Thank you! • Continue to work together.
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