
Commodity Levy 
Requirements for Vegetable Growers 

There are 3 levies to pay for all vegetable growers:
1.	 Commodity Levy to the Product Group – e.g., onion grower pay levy to Onions NZ.
2.	 Commodity Levy to Horticulture New Zealand – all vegetable growers.
3.	 Biosecurity Levy to the Product Group – e.g., tomato grower pay biosecurity levy to 

TomatoesNZ (NB: a biosecurity levy has not been enacted by all product groups)

Please note, levy rates are fixed before the start of the levy year by a vote at each 
product groups annual general meeting (AGM). 

All vegetable growers are required 
to pay a levy if they sell produce in 
a commercial capacity (levy orders 
are a legal requirement). This will 
include cash sales from road side 
stalls and farmers markets. 

Worked Example
A grower growing potatoes, carrots and onions is required to pay levies to Horticulture NZ, Potatoes NZ, Vegetables NZ and 
Onions NZ separately. See below. 

GROWER LEVY CONTRIBUTION PER CROP

CROP Potatoes Carrots Onions

Sales Values $35,000 $20,000 (Domestic)
$.05/$100 (biosecurity) 70 tonnes @ $500 per tonne= $35,000

levy payable to:

potatoes NZ (35,000/100) x 0.85= $297.50

Vegetables NZ

Commodity Levy - domestic 
($20,000/100) x 0.30 = $60
+
Biosecurity Levy
($20,000/100) x 0.05 = $10

$60 + $10 = $70

Onions NZ  $2.50 x 70= $175

Horticulture NZ (35,000/100) x 0.14 = $49 ($20,000/100) x 0.14 = $28 (35,000/100) x 0.14 = $49

current vegetable levies* * Values accurate as of February 2021 

PRODUCT GROUPS Levies  

New Zealand Asparagus Council Commodity Levy: $120 per/ha planted

Vegetables New Zealand Inc

Commodity Levy: 
Domestic - $0.30 per $100 of sale 
Export - $0.20 per $100 of sale 
Biosecurity levy (domestic and export): currently set at $0.05 per $100 of sale (max rate is $0.20 per $100)

Horticulture New Zealand Commodity Levy: $0.14 per $100 of sale 

New Zealand Buttercup Squash Council 
Annual grower registration fee: $230
Export Fee: $1.50 per tonne
Sector fee: 0.225% of sale to exporter 

Onions New Zealand 
Grower Commodity Levy: $2.50 per tonne onions 
Voluntary Exporter Levy: $1.00 per tonne 

Potatoes New Zealand Commodity Levy: $0.85 per $100 of sale 

Process Vegetables New Zealand 
Commodity Levy: $0.80 per $100 of sale 
Biosecurity Levy: $0.00 per $100 of sale 

Tomatoes New Zealand 
Commodity Levy: $0.35 per $100 of sale 
Biosecurity Levy: $0.10 per $100 of sale



Contacts 
Regarding Levies 
For any questions regarding levies please contact the designated contact person 
for each entity associated with a commodity order as below:

NZ Asparagus Council
Karen Orr - Business Manager
Ph: 021 926 890
Email: karen.orr@hortnz.co.nz 

Vegetables NZ
Antony Heywood - General Manager
Ph: 021 998 038
Email: antony.heywood@hortnz.co.nz

Horticulture NZ
Levies 
Ph: 04 472 3795
Email: hortnzlevy@hortnz.co.nz

NZ Buttercup Squash Council
Owen Symmans - Business Manager
Ph: 027 494 8984 
Email: owen.symmans@nzbsc.org.nz

Onions NZ
James Kuperus - Chief Executive 
Ph: 027 555 0072
Email: james.kuperus@onionsnz.com

Potatoes NZ 
Nicola Loach - Office & Finance Administrator
Ph: 0800 399 674
Email: accounts@potatoesnz.co.nz

Process Vegetables NZ
Leanne Stewart - General Manager
Ph: 021 582 711
Email: leanne.stewart@hortnz.co.nz

Tomatoes NZ
Helen Barnes - Business Manager 
Ph: 04 470 5666
Email: helen.barnes@hortnz.co.nz


