
growers have stopped 
growing tomatoes in 
the last 4 years









OVERALL SOLUTIONS

Minister for Horticulture

New Zealand currently has a Minister for Agriculture 

with attention generally focusing on the meat and dairy 

industries. When decisions are required during a 

biosecurity response for an incursion affecting tomatoes, 

these are not always made with a good, on the ground 

knowledge base. NZ growers need and deserve a 

minister who has a background in horticulture as well as 

an understanding of business. to have a better 

understanding of the impacts of decisions being made 

such as destroying many hectares of tomatoes to 

eradicate an unwanted disease, affecting the price of 

tomatoes at the supermarket.

A horticulture minister could also champion ALL 

aspects of the industry, from research to export 

agreements, energy to skilled migrant visas.

PROBLEM

Biosecurity 

responses have 

cost Tomato levy 

payers over $200k 

since 2021. Much 

more is spent by 

the taxpayer via 

MPI

The effect of incursions 

aren't just around the initial 

response but also the long 

term management of a 

disease that potentially has 

ongoing impacts for the 

grower involved

The Australian market for 

fresh tomatoes has been 

closed since Feb 2021 due to 

biosecurity threats. Prior to 

this, growers exported 613 

tonnes (2020) to Australia 

representing 20% of the total 

export market

TNZ has worked with 

NZPPI to develop a 

nursery module to 

reduce biosecurity 

risks but government 

help is required to 

implement this



FOR MORE INFORMATION, 

PLEASE CONTACT TOMATOESNZ ON

Email: info@tomatoesnz.co.nz

Phone: 04 470 5666

Website: www.tomatoesnz.co.nz

mailto:info@tomatoesnz.co.nz
http://www.tomatoesnz.co.nz/
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